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UM STUDENT WINS MARSHALL SCHOLARSHIP 
MISSOULA—
University of Montana senior Hilary Martens of Missoula has been awarded a 
prestigious 2008 Marshall Scholarship for two years in graduate school at a British University 
-  all expenses paid by the British government.
Martens majors in physics and music at UM, with minors in mathematics and music 
composition. She is a Presidential Leadership Scholar in UM ’s Davidson Honors College.
Marshall Scholars are chosen on their distinction of intellect and character, evidenced 
by both their scholastic attainments and by their other activities and achievements. They also 
must be adequately prepared for their proposed course of study.
Each of the eight British Consulates in the United States selects five students for the 
Marshall Scholarship. Martens interviewed with 18 other students from the San Francisco 
region, which includes Montana, Northern California, Idaho, Wyoming, Alaska, Oregon, 
Washington and Nevada.
During her first year of graduate work, Martens plans to pursue a master’s degree in 
space science at University College London. In 2005, she served a studentship at the 
university’s Mullard Space Science Laboratory to interpret Cassini Plasma Spectrometer data.
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Her second year of graduate study will be toward a research master’s degree in solar system 
physics at the University of Aberystwyth, Wales.
In 2006 Martens was awarded a Goldwater Scholarship for excellence in and 
commitment to science and a UM Watkins Scholarship for research. She is an accomplished 
violinist, fiddler and composer and also has garnered string and music performance 
scholarships. In June 2007, Glamour magazine featured her as one of its “Top 10 College 
Women.”
Martens is a member of the University’s campus service organization -  the UM 
Advocates -  plays Ultimate Frisbee and, with her father, is a successful marathon canoe racer. 
After participating in a social justice trip to Guatemala, she has focused her service work on 
raising funds to build libraries in Latin America.
She is a 2003 graduate of Sentinel High School and the daughter of Roger and Barbara 
Martens of Missoula.
Marshall Scholarships were established by a 1953 Act of Parliament to commemorate 
the humane ideals of the Marshall Plan, conceived by General George C. Marshall. The 
scholarship program seeks to promote intellectual, personal and cultural exchange between the 
United States and the United Kingdom.
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